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SUBJECT: BRITISH GARRISON STRENGTH IN BELIZE 
REFERENCES: (A) GUATEMALA 1334; (B) STATE 042545 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REF A, DEPARTMENT ASKED UK EMBASSY TO 
PROVIDE RUN-DOWN ON PLANS FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ONE COMPANY 
OF TROOPS FROM BELIZE (SEE REF B). TEXT OF FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE FROM FCO TO UK EMBASSY GIVEN TO DEPARTMENT ON 
FEBRUARY 20. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 
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YOU CAN ASSURE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL 
OF ONE COMPANY FROM BELIZE IS GOING AHEAD. PLAN IS 
FOR COMPANY OF IRISH RANGERS TO BE WITHDRAWN AS SOON 
AS THE NEW BATTALION HAS SETTLED IN. THE CHANGE-OVER 
OF BATTALIONS HAS ONLY JUST BEEN COMPLETED. THERE IS 
ONLY ONE FRIGATE IN BELIZEAN WATERS. 

WHEN THE COMPANY OF ROYAL IRISH RANGERS IS WITHDRAWN OUR 
FORCES IN BELIZE WILL COMPRISE ONE INFANTRY BATTALION 
WITH SUPPORTING ELEMENTS, ONE FLIGHT OF HARRIERS, 

ONE FLIGHT OF PUMAS, A SMALL AIR DEFENCE UNIT EQUIPPED 
WITH GUNS AND ONE FRIGATE. 

REDUCTION OF FORCES WAS NOT A CONDITION ON EITHER SIDE 
FOR CONVENING TALKS IN NEW ORLEANS. AS A GESTURE OF 
OUR GOOD INTENT, AND IN RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD'S 
REQUEST TO MR. ROWLANDS, WE TOOK A DECISION TO WITHDRAW 
ONE COMPANY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. WE HOPE GUATEMALANS WILL 
RESPOND TO THIS GESTURE BY REDUCING THEIR FORCES NEAR 
THE BELIZE BORDER. THIS IS A SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE 
CONCERN TO THE PEOPLE OF BELIZE AND CREATES A CLIMATE 
OF MISTRUST AND FEAR WHICH IT IS IN OUR COMMON INTEREST 
TO IMPROVE. OUR FORCES IN BELIZE ARE PURELY DEFENSIVE AND 
SIZE AND COMPOSITION IS DETERMINED SOLELY BY THE DIRECT 
THREAT POSED BY GUATEMALAN FORCES. 

WE ARE ANXIOUS TO RETURN TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE JUST 
AS SOON AS GUATEMALA'S DOMESTIC SITUATION WILL ALLOW. 

UNQUOTE. INGERSOLL 
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